
ROYAL HISPANIA FOUNDATION OF VINTAGE BOATS

D10 LADY ANNE, D5 HISPANIA and D1 MARISKA in 2014. 
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The Hispania Foundation of Vintage Boats, (hereinafter F.H.), was 

recognized by the Ministerial Order of the 26th of November 

1997, and was inscribed into the Register of Cultural Foundations 

under number 475. 

From the beginning, the Board of Patrons deployed a dynamic and 

effective activity to raise resources, which was centered on the 

restoration of the yachts HISPANIA and GIRALDILLA, as well as the 

annual celebration of the Regatta Almirante Conde de Barcelona 

Trophy, which began in 1984 with the inspiration of H.R.H. Don Juan de 

Borbón, Count of Barcelona and ended in its 30th edition in 2014. 

In 1999 the F.H. accepted the donation of HISPANIA from Mr. Emilio 

Espinosa Marín and Mr. José Ramón Bono Seró, President and Patron 

respectively of the F.H., who together with the Patron Mr. Jonathan 

Syrett had discovered it, semi-buried in the mud at the mouth of the 

Thames in West Mersea, converted into the home of an elderly sailor. 

In 2000 she was moved by barge to Fairlie Restorations Shipyard Ltd., 

Port Hamble, Hampshire, UK, where the reconstruction of the hull and 

deck was undertaken.
HISPANIA converted into a houseboat. 1999. 
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In 2002, the F.H. acquired GIRALDILLA, which had been built for H.R.H. 

Don Juan De Borbón, Count of Barcelona, and was abandoned in the 

Marina of Cascais. She was transported to Cartagena for a complete 

refit. 

In 2004 GIRALDILLA began to participate in regattas uninterruptedly 

until 2009, achieving numerous trophies and accolades. 

In January 2006 HISPANIA was shipped to Astilleros de Mallorca, 

S.A. for completion of the vessel. 

On the 19th February 2007, H.M. the King granted the Hispania 

Foundation the title of ROYAL, renaming it the Royal Hispania 

Foundation of Vintage Boats (hereinafter R.F.H.). 

In 2007 the R.F.H. presented HISPANIA already rigged during 

the Regatta Almirante Conde de Barcelona Trophy. 

In 2008 the great recession of the United States plunged Spain into a 

brutal crisis that lasted until 2014. With it, the institutional, business and 

private contributions that it had been receiving vanished, and the R.F.H 

became unable to pay the last invoices of Astilleros de Mallorca, S.A.
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In 2009 Astilleros de Mallorca, S.A. pressed by the need to recover the 

amount owed by the R.F.H. urges the public auction of HISPANIA. 

In 2010 the Royal Hispania Foundation reached an agreement for the 

transfer of use of both boats with the Isla Ebusitana Foundation, in 

exchange for settling the outstanding debt with Astilleros de Mallorca, 

S.A. The Isla Ebusitana Foundation finishes the last details of the 

restoration. 

In 2011, HISPANIA began to participate in the annual regattas of the 15M 

JI Class, together with TUIGA, LADY ANNE and MARISKA, an activity that 

perdured until 2017. 

In 2016 GIRALDILLA resumes its participation in regattas and continues 

to do so without interruption until present days, achieving an 

extraordinary track record in the classic boats circuit: Palma de Mallorca, 

Mahón, Monaco, Cannes and Puerto Sherry. 

In 2017, given the repeated breaches of the contract of assignment of 

use by the Isla Ebusitana Foundation throughout the period 2012-2017, 

the R.F.H. filed a lawsuit before the Courts requesting the termination of 

the contract of assignment of use.

HISPANIA in 2010. 
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In June 2018, the Isla Ebusitana Foundation left HISPANIA abandoned.

In 2019 the Court issues a judgment declaring the contract of 

assignment of use terminated. 

In 2022 the Royal Hispania Foundation of Vintage Boats manages to 

recover the possession of HISPANIA. HISPANIA has no structural 

damage but is in need of a new topmast, a thorough rigging revision 

and cosmetic repairs. 

In this same year the R.F.H. reaches an agreement with Marina Puerto 

de Santa María, S.A. for the transfer of use of GIRALDILLA. 

It is the purpose of the Board of Patrons to obtain financial aid for the 

execution of the work that will bring HISPANIA back into racing 

condition, without ruling out a possible transfer of use.

The condition of  HISPANIA in November 2022. 
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 GIRALDILLA

2012 
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   HISPANIA 
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Information & Contact 
jonathan.syrett@hamilton-connections.com 

www.fundacionhispania.org  +34 971 404 466

D10 LADY ANNE, D5 HISPANIA, D1 MARISKA and D3 TUIGA. Gulf of Saint-Tropez 2013. 




