
The Restoration of Hispania



The Royal Hispania Foundation of Vintage Boats 
presents the most important project since its 
creation: the recovery of the historical boat 
“HISPANIA”. After ten years of restoration and a 
great amount of economical and human resources 
destined to this project, “HISPANIA” is now a 
reality, thanks to the impetus of the Royal Hispania 
Foundation of Vintage Boats and of the public and 
private entities that have contributed to her recovery 
with their generous, disinterested aid. 

“HISPANIA” is a gaff cutter designed by William Fife 
upon order of H.M. King Alfonso XIII, built in 1909 by 
the Karrpard Shipyard in Pasajes and categorized as 
a “First International Rule 15-Meter Class”. 

According to registered testimonials, “HISPANIA” 
collected numerous trophies in national and 
international regattas under the regal command of 
her Owner, for which she was considered one of the 
best regatta boats in her class. Even in those times 
the passion for sailing sports was already shared by 
several members of the Royal Family.

Hispania.
A Dream Come True

The Royal Hispania Foundation of Vintage Boats 
(Real Fundación Hispania de Barcos de Época) was 
created with the initiative taken by H.R.H. Juan de 
Borbón in favor of recovering old boats moored in 
coves and ports, in order to prevent their state of 
semi-abandon, whilst some even awaited the tragic 
moment of their disassembly. 
 
By creating the International Regatta of Vintage 
Boats that bears His name, He personally initiated 
and impelled the reconstitution of positive actions in 
favor of our marine cultural heritage. 



The passage of time and the historical events that convulsed the first half of the twentieth century almost made 
“HISPANIA” disappear, along with structural causes such as electrolysis, often suffered by yachts constructed 
with mixed techniques of wood and metal.  With a broken keel, corroded frame and masts lost decades ago, 
HISPANIA was found in a lamentable state, semi-aground in a British shore overlooking the English Channel, 
serving as a precarious home to a veteran sailor. 

From the moment the boat was located, good will and support were summoned up with the aim to reclaim 
this important sample of our historical naval heritage and rescue it for a new era of upcoming ventures.  This 
was the first source of motivation to constitute The Hispania Foundation, now denominated The Royal Hispania 
Foundation of Vintage Boats, as the founders considered “HISPANIA” an emblematic boat of outstanding sporting 
achievement and direct historical bond with the Spanish Royal Family. 

The recovery of “TUIGA” served as an example and a lesson for “HISPANIA”. TUIGA was the yacht ordered in 1909 
by the Duke of Medinaceli, who requested the naval architect of “HISPANIA”, William Fife, to build him a twin-ship 
capable of competing with that of King Alfonso XIII in equal conditions. In consequence, another 15-Meter copy of 
“HISPANIA” was conceived. 

The restoration process
TUIGA was found in 1989 in a pitiful state and 
entrusted to Fairlie Restorations with an intensive 
restoration task, fully recovering in 1993, the same 
year in which she started competing in international 
regattas and captivating audience and admirers with 
her elegance and superior sailing qualities. The 
interest and admiration aroused was such that HSH 
Prince Albert of Monaco, who had long been searching 
for a prestigious classic yacht with which to compete, 
embraced and titled TUIGA flagship of Yacht Club de 
Monaco, encouraging her participation in regattas and 
representative acts, interim adorning her with a fair 
supply of publicity, good image, and success.

The analysis and management of HISPANIA’s complex 
restoration project was confided to Astilleros de 
Mallorca, S.A. with the collaboration of “Fairlie 
Restorations”, both considered firms of renowned 
professional background. This was not a sole issue of 
image, but a matter of great importance that required 
carrying out a complicated project with the materials 
and artistry of our most skillful experts in the field, 
who will later be in charge of the boat’s completion 
and maintenance.

Hereby the goal is to acknowledge, applaud and 
broadcast the excellent work of this sector of small 
and medium businesses before their potential clients 
– both Spanish and foreign boat owners – as reputable 
suppliers of flawless quality.



With considerable difficulties, yet combining personal 
willfulness and arousing consciousness amongst 
institutions and companies with our project, we have
been moving forth with favorable winds.

Since those bygone days of cleaning and classifying that 
gave way to the complicated restoration process and 
to date, long and laborious periods of struggling have 
passed, making it even more exciting to contemplate the 
new aspect of HISPANIA, examine her every corner and 
fragment meticulously, observe the details of her cabin 
lines, the deck fitting, and even the engraving on her bow.

The philosophy of recovering and returning our boat to 
her original features and characteristics has resulted in 
great success. A huge amount of documents have been 
analyzed and discussed before converting them into a 
feasible project. 

At this point only a few loose ends require tying up in 
order to finalize the project entirely. We would like to 
request the support of all sea enthusiasts and those 
who cherish our Marine Cultural Heritage who may 
wish to become associated as a supporting “Godfather” 
to “HISPANIA”.

“HISPANIA” will return to sailing the Mediterranean 
in 2008. The Hispania Foundation has fulfilled its 
objectives, and the elegant yacht that once belonged to 
H.M. King Alfonso XIII, will return to the regatta field to 
compete, exhibiting her imposing seaworthy presence 
and unique navigational qualities for public appraisal.

The concept of recovering Spain’s historical naval 
patrimony, which managed to gather so much effort, 
willpower and hard work through the Royal Hispania 
Foundation of Vintage Boats in order to rescue these 
jewels of ingenious creation from total oblivion and 
eventual loss, has become not only a reality but also 
a model and motivation for all those who perceive 
the beauty of the marine customs, the sea and the 
immemorial spirit of traditional sailing.

In consideration to HISPANIA’s circumstances and 
vicissitudes, the boat has been declared Possession of 
Cultural Interest (BIC- Bien de Interés Cultural) by the 
corresponding national Authorities.

In addition to their primary mission of training amateur 
sailors, “HISPANIA” and “GIRALDILLA”, both owned 
by the Royal Foundation, are available to official 
Organizations, entities, associations, companies and 
private individuals for institutional acts, cultural or 
sports vents and marketing promotions, to serve as 
an imaging tool and draw the attention of the general 
public towards a greater appreciation for the sea and 
higher respect for the environment.  

The Royal Foundation is officially recognized by 
the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports 
(Protectorate of Foundations), as well as the 
Ministry of Treasury. Consequently, all economical 
contributions will be entitled to fiscal deductions in 
favor of their donors.

“Hispania” and her 
immediate future

We can all be “Hispania”



“Hispania” and her 
field of activities

The patrons of the Royal Hispania Foundation of 
Vintage Boats consider that refitting “HISPANIA” to 
an optimum state for competing in regattas may be 
just the right incentive to motivate associations, clubs, 
racing enthusiasts and others to follow the example 
and develop a greater interest in the restoration of 
classic sailboats. However, the reconstruction of 
“HISPANIA” represents much more than returning to 
racing trim a boat of such important yachting history.   

In regards to racing issues, “HISPANIA” will have a 
minimum permanent team of professional crew all 
year round. Naturally, excluding the time required for 
maintenance, the Foundation will sign collaboration 
protocols with Universities, Territorial Federations 
and Clubs to offer courses in marine and navigation 
studies, as well as sail training in specific locations. 
In addition to generating economical resources, this 
program aims to create a useful database of trained 
crew on whom to count in future regattas. 

The philosophy and intention behind HISPANIA’s 
affairs are determined with the specific interest of 
encouraging her participation in as many prominent 
national and international regattas and sailing events 
as possible, while representing certain Clubs or 
entities. In a way, this concept of open representation 
is to make “HISPANIA” accessible to all sports 
and cultural organizations alike and present her 
as a possession inherited by all of us, avoiding 
exclusivisms, through simple formulas of agreement, 
patronage and/or sponsorship.

2009 will witness the first centenary of the historical 
“HISPANIA” and her illustrious sister-ship “TUIGA”, 
flagship of the Yacht Club de Monaco. The sight of both 
yachts racing at national and international regattas 
and celebrating a new era of bygone challenges 
would be an aesthetic rehearsal of great beauty and 
unique sports value, along with the exhibition of other 
15-metre First International Class boats that may be 
joining them in the future. 



Conceptual elements and positive aspects of 
supporting “Hispania”

The reasons that we acknowledge may favor general support to the Royal Hispania Foundation for this 
restoration project are summarized and outlined in the following concepts:

Become a Godfather 
to “Hispania”
Concepts           	    amount in euros

Hull and Keel                                                      1.100.000

Rudder, sub-deck and deck                	                500.000 

Mast and Rigging			      360.000

Transportation, design, technical assistance, 

insurance     			      240.000

Saloon and upholstery			      200.000

Crew area and galley			      150.000

Starboard cabin			      150.000

Port cabin			      150.000

Deck Fitting			      100.000  

Paintings, varnishes and name engraving         100.000   

Sails                                                                        100.000   

Fixed and labor rigging			      100.000   

Engine and propulsion system 			        50.000   

Electrical Installation			        50.000

Safety and firefighting equipments			        50.000  

Loose items and scaffolding			        50.000  

Pumps and salt water circuit			        30.000   

Electronics and navigation system			        20.000  

iva 16% + 
iedmt  (Spanish matriculation tax) 12%	    980.000

Total	 4.480.000

1.	 Collaborating institutional Patron. Defending 
cultural and maritime heritage by recovering a 
unique, historical, nautical “jewel”.

2. 	 To promote sailing in classic boats as a hobby for 
the younger groups.

3. 	 Once recovered, “HISPANIA” will be considered a 
patrimonial possession and will remain as such 
over the years.

4. 	 Its maintenance is didactic, given the technical 
knowledge and skills of naval engineering 
that should not fall into oblivion are constantly 
recovered.

5. 	 Institutional presence in cultural and nautical 
events with a boat of unique sport-oriented spirit 
and brilliant record.

6. 	 Teamwork transmitted through sailing 
competitions with a message that combines 
“sports and spirit of achievement”.

7. 	 The relation - association with “Hispania” means 
an approach to a certain extent between the 
Armed Forces - University - Civil Sector - Marinas, 
etc.”

8. 	 Insertion of Logo on all stationery and envelopes 
of the Foundation under the category of “main 
Collaborator”

9. 	 Presence of the “Logo” during all social acts of the 
Foundation.

10. Insertion of the “Logo” on silver plate in the 
interior of the boat. 

11. Crew placement in the regattas in which 
“Hispania” participates.

12. Cession to use “Hispania” in between regattas for 
navigation, acts of representation, etc.

13. Receptions on board “Hispania” and its 
environment.

14. The right to use the logo or silhouette of “Hispania”.

15. Textile promotion.

16. Promotion of nautical /marine objects.

17. Recovery of positive image for the sponsor through 
marketing formulas - social communication.

18. Fiscal benefit, with a refund of 25 to 35% of the 
donations.

19. Sponsorship of specific crew, in training and/
or participation at specific national and/or 
international regattas.

20. Other non-specified issues to be consulted.

Length overall	 30,17 m.  
(Bowsprit to end of the boom)   

Length on deck	 23,22 m. 

Waterline Length	 14,96 m.

Beam	 4,12 m.

Draft	 2,87 m.

Sails	 12,22 m2.   

Year of Construction	 1909

Designer	 William Fife

Builder	 Astilleros Karrpard, Pasajes

Restoration by             	 Astilleros de Mallorca y 
	 Fairlie Restorations

Technical specifications 
of  “Hispania”



List of Donors
Consell de Mallorca
Departament de Medi Ambient
Govern de Les Illes Balears
Conselleria de Medi Ambient
Direcció General de La Mar
Ports de les Illes Balears
Ministerio Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación
Ministerio de Industria, Comercio y Turismo
Fundación Innovamar
Gerencia del Sector Naval
Pymar

Albiñana, Ricardo 
Arcusa, Mª del Carmen
Arroyo, Ricardo  
Benavente, Francisco
Bono, José Ramón
Bontoux, Gregoire
Borrás, Antonio
Cobarro, Alvaro y Laura
Diez-Paso, Tomás
Eguiagaray, Juan Carlos
Espinosa, Emilio
González-Aller, Antonio
Huguet, Joan
Jardón, Eduardo  
Latorre, Agustín
Leste, Teodoro de
López-Sors, José Luís
Mayor, Pedro
Ortega, Sergio
Poole, Fernando
Rodríguez-Villa Aramburu, Borja
Rodríguez-Villa Matons, Andrés
Ruiz, Germán
Sánchez-Rodrigo, Carlos 
Serratosa, Rafael
Suñer, José 
Syrett, Jonathan  
Vickers, Bárbara

Akzo Nobel – Pinturas International  
Andamios de Baleares 
Asisa
Asoc. Orl de Mallorca, S.L.
Astilleros de Mallorca 
Azahara, S.L.  
Barclays Bank
BNP Paribas España
Cahispa, S.A. Seguros Generales
Camper & Nicholsons International
Clinvest, S.L.
Industrial Comenec, S.L.
Kafloat
Meliá Palas Atenea  
Nigorra – Habitat Golf Santa Ponsa
Pinmar 
Protonautic
Radichio, S.L.
Remolques Marítimos, S.A.
Sercoin , S.A.
Told Nautic 
Unisport Consulting, S.L.

This list will be expanded monthly, and the new Doners’ names 
will be introduced on our website: www.fundacionhispania.org 

Name	 Surname

Company		  ID/Passport

Address

Zip / Postal Code	 City			    

State / Country

Telephone	 Fax	 Mobile

E-mail

If you wish to receive the correspondence in your office, please also indicate the company 
name, position and department, complete address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail 
address.

Donation Form

Supporter, with a contribution from

Friend, with a contribution from

Associate, with a contribution from

Sponsor, with a contribution from

Collaborator, with a contribution from

Ally, with a contribution from

Benefactor, with a contribution from

Protector, with a contribution from

Senator, with a contribution from

Favorite, with a contribution from

(Official supporting receipts will be issued for all contributions)

I, the undersigned, herewith express my wish to join and support the aim of the “Real 
Fundación Hispania de Barcos de Época” (Royal Hispania Foundation of Vintage Boats) as:

300  Euros

     600  Euros

  1.500  Euros

  3.000  Euros

  6.000  Euros

12.000  Euros

30.000  Euros

50.000  Euros

100.000  Euros

300.000  Euros

Enclosed nominative bank check payable to “Real Fundación Hispania de Barcos de 
Época”.
Bank transfer in favor of “Real Fundación Hispania de Barcos de Época”: BARCLAYS 
BANK, account number IBAN: ES71 0065 0022 1900 0432 4896, BIC: BARCESMM (please 
enclose copy of bank transfer)

Date and Signature:



Real Fundación Hispania de Barcos de Época

Consell de Cent, 318, 3° 1ª - 08007 Barcelona, Spain 
Tel. 93 488 00 49 / 93 487 73 56 / Fax 93 487 83 26

NIF: G - 81.753.550

International Relations on behalf of the Real Fundación Hispania 
de Barcos de Época will be attended by

 
Camper & Nicholsons International

Club de Mar - 07015 Palma de Mallorca, Spain
Tel. +34 971 40 33 11 / Fax +34 971 40 14 12

e-mail: jsyrett@fundacionhispania.org

www.fundacionhispania.org

The photographs are courtesy of the Spanish National Patrimony and of the Real Fundación Hispania de Barcos de Época (Royal Hispania Foundation of Vintage Boats). 
Legal Reg./Copyright: B-27334-2008  (All Rights Reserved)
Designed and printed by Atmosfera Gràfica

Creating this edition has been possible thanks to the collaboration of Barclays Bank.


